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other provision that the Department of Jus-
tice advised would have unconstitutionally in-
fringed upon the President’s appointment
powers under the Constitution. I am pleased
that, working closely with Members of Con-
gress in both the House and Senate, great
strides were taken to address each of these
important concerns.

In signing H.R. 3452, I am particularly
gratified that it extends, as a matter of law,
the protections of the Family and Medical
Leave Act (FMLA) to White House employ-
ees. I took steps after the passage of the
FMLA to apply its protections to White
House staff as a matter of policy—so that
White House staff have enjoyed the same
protections that the FMLA has brought to
12 million American families. This Act now
applies FMLA as a matter of law, so that
future Presidents will be bound to give their
employees the same rights that I have af-
forded voluntarily.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 26, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 3452, approved October 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–331.

Statement on Signing the National
Invasive Species Act of 1996
October 26, 1996

I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 4283,
the ‘‘National Invasive Species Act of 1996.’’

This legislation will help to control the un-
intentional introduction and spread of
invasive species, such as zebra mussel,
throughout the waters of our Nation. The
damage such species cause to our environ-
ment and the economy, including our fish-
eries, is significant and continues to increase.

H.R. 4283 will establish a national vol-
untary ballast water management program to
reduce the threat of additional pest species
entering our waters. The bill also includes
provisions to support important research and
demonstrations of new technologies for com-
bating aquatic nuisance species.

This bill is an important tool to safeguard
our economic and environmental resources,
and I am pleased to sign it.

NOTE: H.R. 4283, approved October 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–332.

Remarks Announcing Anti-Cancer
Initiatives
October 27, 1996

The President. Thank you so much.
Thank you. First of all, thank you all for join-
ing me on this beautiful, beautiful Sunday
afternoon to discuss our common efforts to
fight cancer.

I want to thank Secretary Shalala and Dr.
Susan Blumenthal for their tireless service
on behalf of women throughout America. I
thank Dr. Harold Varmus, the Director of
the National Institutes of Health; Dr. Rich-
ard Klausner, the Director of the National
Cancer Institute; and Dr. Stephen Joseph,
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Health. They have all been instrumental in
the efforts we are here to talk about today.

And thank you, Jane Reese-Coulbourne,
for your courage, your dedication, your will-
ingness to come up here and make a public
statement today that represents the feelings,
the convictions, the interests, and the hopes
of millions and millions of people throughout
the United States.

Let me thank all the survivors and advo-
cates who are here today and who fight the
battle against cancer every day for all the rest
of us.

Our Nation is only as strong as our families
are healthy. I have devoted a lot of time and
thought to the question of what we need to
do to help strong families survive and thrive
and increase as we move into the 21st cen-
tury. We have to help more people succeed
at home and at work. But clearly, we have
to help people live as long and as well as
they can and then help families have the sup-
port they need when their family members
are ill. That’s why I was glad to sign the Ken-
nedy-Kassebaum bill to preserve health in-
surance options for people when a family
member has been sick; why I was proud to
sign the bill that bans insurance companies
from forcing mothers and their newborn ba-
bies out of the hospital after 24 hours; why
in our new balanced budget there are funds
for more regular mammograms for women
on Medicare and funds to give respite care
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